








 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We are the caring and loving family of  
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, founded 

in 1954 and located in Austintown.   
 

Graced by God in the celebration of the  
Liturgy and the  Sacraments, we live and 

teach the Gospel through helping others in 
our community and world 

 
As followers of Jesus Christ, our future will 

be one of hope and promise. 

 
 FOLLOW FAITHFULLY 

 
 When Elijah calls Elisha to follow him, Elisha goes 
back, momentarily, to finish some business at home. 
But note that he does not leave the work to be done by 
those at home, nor does he plan to come back and finish 
it himself. He recognizes in Elijah’s call that he must 
follow faithfully and not look back.  
 Psalm 16 celebrates the loving protection of God 
for those who depend on God’s love and mercy. God is 
our portion and cup, in a line seen by Christians as a 
poetic reference to Eucharist, and God will not abandon 
us to death and corruption, but will call us into the holy 
Presence forever. This could be seen as resurrection, 
something that was not universally believed in the days 
before Jesus. We are assured that if we go forth in con-
fidence to follow God’s daily call, we will not be 
shamed or abandoned, but will find the life we seek. 
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