








 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

We are the caring and loving family of  
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish, founded 

in 1954 and located in Austintown.   
 

Graced by God in the celebration of the  
Liturgy and the  Sacraments, we live and 

teach the Gospel through helping others in 
our community and world 

 
As followers of Jesus Christ, our future will 

be one of hope and promise. 

PLEASE SET ASIDE Sunday, September 19 or Sunday, 
September 26, to attend our Notre Dame Sisters Annual 
BBQ.  If you’ve been before, you know what a great meal it 
is, if its your first time, you are in for a culinary treat.  Your 
choice of Chicken or Ribs, with all the trimmings.  The 
Sisters will be selling a variety of hand made items in their 
Boutique and there will be apples and cider and honey for 
sale, too.  Rain or shine, they will be serving from 12 noon 
until 5 p.m. on both days.  Be sure to mark your calendars 
from now for this special event.  
 
STEWARDSHIP THOUGHT:  Jesus is describing God's 
immeasurable generosity when He says in today’s Gospel, 
“ask and you will receive, seek and you will find, knock and 
the door will be opened unto you.”  But it should also be the 
description of us as Christian stewards—those who seek to 
follow Christ by using our gifts in service to other.  
 
PERSPECTIVE:  Loving parents don’t give children 
everything they request.  We strive to provide what they need.  
This is the lesson of today’s Gospel.  As our children trust us, 
so we must trust our Father.  Just as trust gives security to our 
children, so our trust in God, Our Father, will give security to 
us as well.  
 
FAMILIES WITH LOTS OF CHILDREN are no longer 
considered examples of generosity, but rather irresponsibility.  
Our culture says that children with sever disabilities are not 
special angels sent to us by God, but drains on the economy; 
better that they were not born.  And the elderly are burdens.  
But, if we succeed in pushing away everyone who is 
dependent, then we are left with ourselves, our ego-centric, 
sin-rationalizing, defensive, irritable and vain selves.  If we 
never learn to give till it hurts, till the painful reality that 
we’re not the center of the universe, sinks in, we will fail  at 
marriage, at parenthood, at citizenship, even at simple 
neighborliness. 
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          The Culture of Life Foundation 




